REPUBLIC OF KENYA

SPEECH BY HON. EZEKIEL MACHOGU, CBS, CABINET SECRETARY, MINISTRY
OF EDUCATION, DURING THE RELEASE OF THE 2023/2024 UNIVERSITIES
AND COLLEGES STUDENT PLACEMENT RESULTS AND LAUNCH OF
APPLICATION PORTAL FOR LOANS AND SCHOLARSHIPS AT THE KENYA
SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT, KABETE, ON JULY 31, 2023

e The Principal Secretary, State Department for Higher Education and Research, Dr.
Beatrice Inyangala;

e The Principal Secretary, State Department for Technical, Vocational Education and
Training, Dr. Esther Muoria;

e Kenya Universities and Colleges Central Placement (KUCCPS) CEO Dr. Mercy
Wahome;

e Universities Fund CEO Geoffrey Monari;

e Higher Education Loans Board CEO Charles Ringera;

e Vice Chancellors of public and private universities;

e Senior Ministry of Education officials;

e Members of the Press;

e Distinguished guests;

e Ladies and Gentlemen;

I am happy to join all of you today for this important occasion where we will be killing
two birds with one stone — firstly, the release the 2023 KCSE placement results, and
secondly, launch the first ever application portal for loans and scholarships
under the New Universities and Colleges Funding Model.

This significant event moves us to yet another step of implementing the new funding
model for students who will be joining Universities, Colleges, National Polytechnics
and other Technical and Vocational education and Training (TVET) institutions
in Kenya this year.

On 3™ May, 2023, His Excellency the President Dr. William Samoei Ruto unveiled the
New Funding Model, to address the current financial challenges at Institutions of Higher
Learning because of increasing enrolment in the face of inadequate funding. In total, our
universities are indebted to the tune of over Ksh. 60 billion, which is ever expanding.
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In TVET institutions, the increasing enrolment has led to a reduction in funding per trainee
(capitation grant) over the years, from Ksh 30,000 to as low as Ksh 17,000 a year.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thanks to the New Funding Model, the Government will now provide scholarships and
loans to students who will be joining Universities and TVET institutions, effective
2023/2024 Financial Year. The model introduces a student-centred funding model
rather than block funding to institutions. Fundamentally, grants/scholarships will now be
awarded on a need basis just like loans have been awarded in the past. In the New
Funding Model, all Scholarships, Loans and Bursaries will have to be Means Tested for
each loan applicant. Consequently, funding to students will be funded according to their
level of need level and programme cost.

One other key highlight of this new model is that the Government delinked the
process of placement of students to higher learning institution from funding with effect
from the 2023/2024 Placement Cycle.

During this Placement Cycle, KUCCPS published the costs of all programmes in
Universities, Colleges, National Polytechnics and other TVET institutions. This was to
guide students in making choices based on the financial implications, programme of
study, and institution they wish to join. I am, therefore, delighted to announce that
KUCCPS has completed processing applications of the 2022 KCSE cohort and other
applicants for placement to university and TVET programmes, which was strictly based
on merit and choice.

The focus of today’s placement results is on those who applied for places in Universities,
National Polytechnics and other TVET institutions, as well as Secondary Teacher Training
Colleges this year. Other placement processes in respect of the Kenya Medical Training
College and 32 Primary Teacher Training Colleges are still ongoing. I encourage all eligible
students to take advantage of these opportunities to apply for the programmes before
the deadline.

In the long run, our target is to work together with other line Ministries to centralise the
placement of students in all colleges in the country through KUCCPS. This will help
promote efficiency and equity in access to educational and training opportunities.

In the 2023/2024 Placement Cycle, the Commission for University Education and the
Technical and Vocational Education and Training Authority approved 768,624 capacities
for student placement in 69 universities, 210 TVET institutions and 3 Secondary Teacher
Training Colleges.
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On the basis of the 2022 Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education examination, 870,561
candidates were eligible for placement to universities and colleges. Of these, a total of
285,698 students submitted applications for placement to universities and colleges. A
total of 285,167 secured places in degree, diploma, craft certificate and artisan courses
in 282 training institutions.

The number of students who secured placement to degree programmes is 140,107
(130,485 to public universities and 9622 private universities). This represents
80.9% of the 173,244 students who qualified for degree programmes.

144,500 applicants have been placed in TVET institutions, while 560 applicants have
been placed to Secondary Teacher Training Colleges.

At this juncture, Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to point out that 9,673 applicants who
qualified for degree courses chose to be placed in TVET institutions. The placement
results for all the applicants will now be posted on the KUCCPS Student’s Portal. The
results can also be accessed by sending the applicant’s KCSE index number through SMS
to 20842.

Following the successful completion of the placement process, I direct Vice-Chancellors
and Principals of the various institutions to inform their prospective students, parents and
guardians of the reporting dates and other joining instructions, without delay.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we all know, effective career guidance, particularly at secondary school level, is
necessary to enable students make informed career choices based on their skills, talents
and abilities. In addition to placement services, KUCCPS has the mandate of providing
career guidance and mentorship for students. In this regard, I call upon universities and
colleges to partner with KUCCPS, and the Kenya Secondary Schools Heads Association in
offering career guidance to secondary school students. This is especially important as we
inch closer towards admitting the first cohort of CBC learners to universities and colleges.
Part of the preparations that universities and colleges have to undertake, is to develop
appropriate admission criteria based on the various CBC pathways.

I wish to take this opportunity to announce that KUCCPS has today donated 30,000
copies of its Career Guide Handbook to all secondary schools in Kenya. I thank and
commend KUCCPS for this initiative.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I now turn to the second agenda of the day, which is to launch the application portal for
the New Funding Model for Higher education in Kenya. For the first time, students whose
households are at the bottom of the pyramid shall enjoy equal opportunities in accessing
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university and TVET education through 100% Government Funding. This means, their
households are not expected to pay anything for the programme cost and additionally
the student will receive upkeep from the loan.

Out of the 2022 KCSE graduates, over 45,000 university students and 42,000 TVET
students categorised as vulnerable and extremely needy, will be fully funded with the
Government Scholarship and Loans. The categorisation will be realised through a reliable
scientific method Means Testing Instrument, used to determine the student’s level of
financial needs, to ensure they are supported adequately. However, the continuing
students will not be affected by this funding model and will continue to receive their
funding based on the Government’s existing model.

Since the Presidential directive on 3@ May 2023 on the roll out the New Funding Model,
the Government has developed and completed the Higher Education Financing Portal, to
receive applications for both Scholarships, Loans and Bursaries for University and TVET
students. Students who require funding MUST make formal application through Higher
Education Financing portal, accessible at www.hef.co.ke.

It is now my pleasure to announce that the Scholarships, Loans and Bursaries application
platform is now ready for use. I therefore direct Vice-Chancellors and Principals to ensure
letters of admission are released by 2"d August, 2023. This will allow students to apply
for loans and bursaries from 34 August, 2023 to the midnight of 27t August, 2023.
I urge students to ensure they stick to the set timelines to ensure speedy processing of
scholarships and loans since most Universities are preparing to admit First Year students
in September.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before I conclude, I wish to mention that the Cabinet recently approved the provision of
foundation or bridging courses, to enable students meet the Mean Grade or cluster
subject requirements, for admission to university or to specific university programmes.
This measure will create opportunities for many students who would otherwise have been
denied the chance to exploit their potential. The Ministry, working together with the
relevant stakeholders, is working on guidelines and modalities for implementing this
directive, beginning September of this year.

Finally, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is now my distinct honour to officially release the
placement results for the 2023/2024 Academic Year, and to declare the Higher Education

Financing Portal officially open.

Thank you all and God bless you.


http://www.hef.co.ke/

