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Ladies and Gentlemen,



I am extremely delighted to join you this morning as the curtain falls on the 4™ African Curriculum
Conference held here in Nairobi. This Conference marks a significant milestone in Educational and

Curriculum development in the African continent.

Holding this conference in Kenya has particularly been monumental because, as you may be aware,
we are currently rolling out a new curriculum, which promises to be the most methodically

implemented ever in Kenya.

Just last month, a Presidential Working Party on Education Reforms completed its work and are due
to submit its report to His Excellency the President Dr William Ruto after more than six months of

robust consultations with all Kenyans regarding the kind of education they want.

Already, some recommendations from the Working Party have been adopted and implemented
based on interim reports, including the domiciling of the Junior School at the primary school level
under the Competency Based Curriculum. Additionally, His Excellency President William Ruto
launched the New Funding Model for universities and TVET institutions, which is expected to make

higher education more affordable and accessible to Kenyans.



We are confident that once the final report of the Working Party is officially released, our country

will have a firm basis upon which to keep the CBC implementation in the right trajectory.

I must point out that all these reforms are being carried out in line with our Constitution, which
provides for an inclusive, equitable and quality education, as well as promotion of lifelong learning
opportunities for all. Indeed Article 53 (1) (b) of the Kenya Constitution provides that every child

has a right to free and compulsory basic education.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The theme of the Conference, "Learning for Sustainable Futures: Connections between
Curriculum, Cognition and Context” was thus extremely relevant and consistent with our

ongoing curriculum reforms.

I am informed that the shift towards the Competency Based Curriculum was at the centre of the
discussions that took place in the three days of this conference. It is particularly encouraging to
note that the experiences of various countries as pertains to the CBC, as shared in this Conference,

pointed to robust efforts towards Africanisation of various aspects of the curriculum.
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Of special mention, too, is the number of countries that were represented in this conference. These
included Malawi, Niger, South Sudan, Burundi, Chad, USA, Sierra Leone, Ghana and of course the
host, Kenya. I would like to congratulate the organisers from the African Curriculum Association for

making this conference possible.

I am happy that these three days of discussion have provided rich opportunities for the delegates
to share knowledge, experiences, successes and challenges facing the education sector(s) in the
African continent. Beyond the challenges, I am confident that you have also considered possible
strategies and solutions that can collectively address the common issues we face in the continent

as we seek to advance the education agenda.

I have taken note that the sub-themes covered in this conference are touching on curriculum,
pedagogy, assessment, educational organisation and leadership, learner identity and diversity,

technologies in learning, Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).

In relation to these themes and sub themes, I am pleased to learn that the conference reached

consensus on a variety of issuing, including that:



1) African countries should focus on designing curricula that develop learner competencies as
opposed to memorisation; curricula that are responsive to the 21t Century demands and promotion

of STEM as they engage in curriculum reforms.

b) Governments in Africa should ensure equal access to education and learning opportunities for all

as espoused in SDG 4.

c) Africa should not forget the place of indigenous languages, indigenous knowledge and indigenous

technologies in the curriculum.

d) There is a need for enhanced capacity building of curriculum developers, implementers,

instructional leaders and teachers at various levels.

e) Curricula ought to provide a framework that caters for diversity, inclusion and development of

individual learner potentials (none is left behind).

f) There is need for entrenchment of ICTs in the teaching and learning process as well as the
management of education. This also includes equipping learning institutions with ICT infrastructure
and developing capacity of education managers, teachers and other stakeholders to appreciate

digital literacy.



g) There is need to strengthen the African Curriculum Association as a professional body for

curriculum experts in Africa.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

As I conclude, I note that we have great opportunities to change the education narrative in Africa.
We are the change agents and drivers. The solutions needed to address our challenges are with us.
Individually and collectively, we can achieve this! I would like to sincerely appreciate the partners
and organisers of this conference and wish you a safe journey home as we look forward to engaging

in subsequent fora and conferences.

It is now my humble duty to declare this workshop officially closed.

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU ALL



