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SPEECH BY THE CABINET SECRETARY MINISTRY OF 

EDUCATION JULIUS MIGOS OGAMBA, E.B.S DURING 

THE 96TH KENYA MUSIC FESTIVAL GALA 

PERFORMANCE AT MOI GIRLS -ELDORET ON 13TH 

AUGUST 2024 

The Chairman, Kenya Music Festival and the entire executive 

committee  

The Governor, Uasin Gishu County  

Honourable members of parliament and senate 

All senior Ministry of Education officials present  

Honourable adjudicators  

Teachers and participants 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen   

I am most delighted to join you as we celebrate the 96th Kenya 

Music Festival. These are always refreshing times for all of us as 

we take time to reflect, enjoy and learn from our youngsters. Let 
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me assure you that this is not ritualistic. It is an event worth every 

coin and time spent on it. 

 

Mr. Chairman  

The number of learners involved in this activity is a clear 

statement on the premium that is placed on music, dance and 

elocution in our learning Institutions. With learners from 

preschool all the way to university involved, over 145,000 have 

participated in the national festival alone. If this is cascaded to the 

sub county where it all began, you come to realise that over 

3,000,000 (three million) learners have had a chance to participate 

in the festival and expose their talents in music , dance and 

elocution. I wish to urge our trainers and education managers to 

assist the learners by helping them identify their strong areas so 

that they can pursue their areas of interest with passion.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

The Government has placed a lot of emphasis on the creatives. To 

this end, we have a State Department for the Creative Economy 

whose focus is on your products. The Government has provided 
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an opportunity and a home for all the creatives in this country and 

a lot of artists are exploiting the opportunity to make a living. This 

is not just entertainment for the sake of it, the arts for arts sake 

scenario. We are focused to see our artists make money. We have 

all heard of the dictum- Talanta Hela, simply meaning, talent 

converted into money. To further prove that the Government is 

keen to support the artists, His Excellency , the President has 

directed  that the Sports Arts and Social Development Fund 

should support artists and sportsmen undertaking co-curricular 

activities.  

The Government has taken several steps to promote the artists. 

To begin with, we have an enabling legislation that can make 

musicians to flourish. The Kenyan Government has developed 

policies like the Kenya Film Policy and the National Music Policy 

to provide a structured framework for the growth and 

development of the creative sector.  

Furthermore, the Government has laid out strategies to build the 

capacity of young artists. Various organizations, including the 

Kenya Film Commission, Kenya Institute of Mass 
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Communication, and Kenya Cultural Centre, offer training 

programs, workshops, and seminars to equip creatives with 

necessary skills.  

These are Institutions open to all Kenyans and more specifically, 

you the creatives of Kenya Music Festival. 

The Government is encouraging collaborations with International 

organizations like UNESCO, partnerships with private sector 

companies, and involvement with regional bodies like the East 

African Community (EAC) to help enhance the visibility and 

competitiveness of Kenyan creatives on the global stage.  

These measures are aimed at creating a conducive environment 

for creatives to thrive, fostering innovation, and contributing to 

the overall economic development of the country. 

We are living in the world of Digital Platforms and Social Media 

Utilizing platforms like YouTube, Instagram, and TikTok which 

can help musicians reach a global audience. Monetizing these 

platforms through, sponsored posts, and fan subscriptions, can 

generate income. 
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Our festival is preparing these learners for the real world of music 

and our musicians out there are already utilizing these platforms 

to earn an income.  

The organisers of Kenya Music Festival are in the academia and 

they are very talented people. I am sure they will come up with 

even more innovative ways through which we will make our 

learners benefit from their music careers. By diversifying their 

income streams and leveraging various opportunities, musicians 

can effectively benefit from their trade. 

An event of this nature cannot happen without support from 

partners. As mentioned, one of the greatest partners we have is 

the Sports Arts and Social Development Fund. The fund has done 

a tremendous job of ensuring the national activities take place. I 

wish to also thank the Equity Bank for the support given to the 

festival starting from the regional level. The monetary awards 

have gone a long way in motivating our artists to improve on their 

skills. The Kenya Institute of Curriculum Development has been 

around to ensure the message of the Competency Based 

Education has reached every nook and cranny. Now all of us 
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know that the performing Arts and Sports Science is one of the 

pathways in the curriculum just like English, Mathematics and 

Physics. In senior school, our musicians can specialize in an area 

of performing arts. 

Let me extend my deepest gratitude to the other partners who 

have continually supported this very important activity in the 

calendar of events in the education sector.  The Office of the Data 

Protection Commissioner, AA Kenya, Brooke East Africa, Kenya 

Universities and Colleges Central Placement Service (KUCCPS), 

Jubilee Insurance, National Tuberculosis Programme under the 

Ministry of Health in Collaboration with AMREF, Kenya 

Wildlife Service (KWS), Anti Counterfeit Authority and School 

Equipment Production Unit (SEPU), we are incredibly thankful 

for your support and the opportunity to collaborate with you. This 

collaboration has made a tremendous impact on our cause as we 

inform, educate and develop talents for growth of the creative 

economy.  
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Your collaboration allows us to realize the Government’s mission 

of educating and creating a better world together for the future.  

We urge you not to tire to be part of this journey and I look 

forward to continued support in the subsequent festivals. 

To all those other institutions that hosted the learners as 

accommodation villages, we appreciate the great work done. In 

the same vain, let me thank the Governor and the entire County 

Government of Uasin Gishu for hosting the learners of this great 

republic.  

Above all else, let me thank the Kenya Music Festival executive 

committee and the officials of the Ministry of Education for a 

commendable job. All the meticulous planning has yielded 

excellent results. 

As I conclude, let me congratulate the winners and especially 

those proceeding to the state concert and those who will join the 

team that heads to Jinja in a week’s time. In this festival, we are 

all winners. The festival is so huge that not all the winners could 

be accommodated on this stage.  

I wish you well at the state concert and God’s grace as you 

journey back home. Enjoy the little time left on your vacation 
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with your parents. The candidates, all the best as you focus on 

your examinations that come later in the year.  

GOD BLESS YOU ALL  

And with that, I now declare the 2024 Kenya Music Festival 

officially closed. 


