The Science, Technology and Innovation (Amendment) Bill, 2024

THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA

LAWS OF KENYA

THE SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024



The Science, Technology and Innovation (Amendment) Bill, 2024

THE SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024

A Bill for—

AN ACT of Parliament to amend the Science Technology and Innovation Act, 2013.

ENACTED by the Parliament of Kenya as follows—

Short title.

1. This Act may be cited as the Science Technology and
Innovation (Amendment) Act, 2024.

Amendment to section 2 of
No. 28 of 2013.

2. The Science Technology and Innovation Act (hereinafter
referred to as the Principal Act) is amended in section 2 by
inserting the following definition in the proper alphabetical
sequence—

“tertiary institutions” means universities, colleges and
technical and vocational education and training institutions.”

Amendment to section 12 of
No. 28 of 2013.

3. The Principal Act is amended in section 12 by-
(a) deleting subsection (2).

(b) deleting the words “in accordance with this Act” in
subsection (3) and substituting therefor the words “upon
payment of gazetted fees”.

(c) inserting the following new subsection 3A —

“(3A) Notwithstanding the generality of subsection (3),
any academic or scholarly research that is self-funded
undertaken in a tertiary institution programme established in
Kenya shall be exempt from payment of license research
fees.”

Amendment to section 33 of
No. 28 of 2013.

4. The Principal Act is amended in section 33 by inserting
the following new subsection (2A) immediately after subsection

(2)-

“(2A) The Board of Trustees of the National Research Fund
shall develop a framework for equitable distribution of the
two percent contemplated under section 32 (2) (a) of the Act
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between universities, TVETSs and other research institutions.”

MEMORANDUM OF REASONS AND OBJECTS

Section 12 No. 28 of 2013 for which it is proposed to amend
12. Requirement for licence to undertake research

(1) Subject to the provisions of any other law, a person shall not undertake scientific
research in Kenya without obtaining a licence under this Act.

(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply to a person conducting scientific research within
a university or an academic research institution programme.

(3) Any person undertaking or intending to undertake research in science and
technology in the country, or who accesses, handles, or transfers any material or
technology or moves it within, from or into the country, shall apply to the Commission
for the grant of a licence in accordance with this Act.

(4) Notwithstanding the generality of subsection (2), the Cabinet Secretary may, on
recommendation of the Commission, by notice in the Gazette, exempt any research from
the requirements of subsection (1).

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1), no licence shall be granted
for any research involving activities which—

(a) may adversely affect the culture of any community in Kenya;

(b) may adversely affect the environment;

(c) may result in the exploitation of intellectual property rights of communities to
their traditional knowledge.

(d) may, in the view of the Commission, adversely affect the lives of Kenyans.




