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ANNOUNCEMENT 

THE MATSUMAE INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 

PROGRAM 2027  

The State Department for Higher Education is in receipt of communication from the 

Ministry of Foreign and Diaspora Affairs announcing the Matsumae International 

Foundation Research Fellowship Program 2027. 

Matsumae International Foundation (MIF) is a Japanese Non-Governmental Organization 

established in 1979 and it provides fully funded research fellowships to young non-

Japanese researchers. It aims to foster international friendships, promote academic 

exchanges and support researchers who are passionate about contributing to solving the 

various issues facing their home with opportunities to learn from the scientific and 

technological knowledge that has been cultivated in Japan.  

Eligibility Requirements: Applicants of non-Japanese nationality who meet all the 

following requirements are eligible to submit application documents.  

• Applicants who empathize with the core values of the MIF.  

• Applicants must have a full-time occupation in their home country, return there upon 

completing their fellowship tenure, and contribute to the development of their own 

country.  

• Applicants must hold a Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy) at the time of application.  

• Applicants must be 45 years old or younger at the time of application. (The birth year 

must be in or after 1981.)  

• Applicants should not have past or current experience of staying in Japan. (other than 

short-term stays such as for sightseeing or conferences)  

• Applicants must obtain acceptance from a host institution in Japan before applying.  

• Applicants must have sufficient English or Japanese language ability.  

 

Preferable research fields; natural science, engineering, medicine, and agriculture.  

 

Fellowship Period; six months between June 2027 and March 2028. Please indicate the 

commencing and ending month in your Application Form (#1). (E.g., From September 

2027 to February 2028.)  

 

Host Institution in Japan; Applicants may choose a host institution in Japan, such as a 

university or national research institution, to conduct their research. Please ensure to 

obtain acceptance from the host institution before applying. The MIF does not provide 

advice or recommendations to applicants regarding host institutions in Japan. 

Application will be open from June 1, 2026, to June 30, 2026. 



 

MIF is inviting applications from qualified Kenyan researchers showing significant 

academic ability for the 2027 program. This is a post-doctoral fellowship which is 

intended for young researchers looking for research opportunities in Japan. Further 

details can be found on the attached brochure and  https://www.mif-

japan.org/en/fellowship/announcement/  
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