REPUBLIC OF KENYA

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
STATE DEPARTMENT FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

ANNOUNCEMENT
THE MATSUMAE INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP
PROGRAM 2027

The State Department for Higher Education is in receipt of communication from the
Ministry of Foreign and Diaspora Affairs announcing the Matsumae International
Foundation Research Fellowship Program 2027.

Matsumae International Foundation (MIF) is a Japanese Non-Governmental Organization
established in 1979 and it provides fully funded research fellowships to young non-
Japanese researchers. It aims to foster international friendships, promote academic
exchanges and support researchers who are passionate about contributing to solving the
various issues facing their home with opportunities to learn from the scientific and
technological knowledge that has been cultivated in Japan.

Eligibility Requirements: Applicants of non-Japanese nationality who meet all the
following requirements are eligible to submit application documents.

 Applicants who empathize with the core values of the MIF.

e Applicants must have a full-time occupation in their home country, return there upon
completing their fellowship tenure, and contribute to the development of their own
country.

 Applicants must hold a Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy) at the time of application.
 Applicants must be 45 years old or younger at the time of application. (The birth year
must be in or after 1981.)

* Applicants should not have past or current experience of staying in Japan. (other than
short-term stays such as for sightseeing or conferences)

 Applicants must obtain acceptance from a host institution in Japan before applying.
 Applicants must have sufficient English or Japanese language ability.

Preferable research fields; natural science, engineering, medicine, and agriculture.

Fellowship Period; six months between June 2027 and March 2028. Please indicate the
commencing and ending month in your Application Form (#1). (E.g., From September
2027 to February 2028.)

Host Institution in Japan; Applicants may choose a host institution in Japan, such as a
university or national research institution, to conduct their research. Please ensure to
obtain acceptance from the host institution before applying. The MIF does not provide
advice or recommendations to applicants regarding host institutions in Japan.

Application will be open from June 1, 2026, to June 30, 2026.



MIF is inviting applications from qualified Kenyan researchers showing significant
academic ability for the 2027 program. This is a post-doctoral fellowship which is
intended for young researchers looking for research opportunities in Japan. Further
details can be found on the attached brochure and https://www.mif-
japan.org/en/fellowship/announcement/



https://www.mif-japan.org/en/fellowship/announcement/
https://www.mif-japan.org/en/fellowship/announcement/

IX. APPLICATION D o oo Torsy K
8 following docume?tsc gsng bl:.ls.sbmltted as POFs via email to the MIF. Please < g DO
Ione PDF. All documents must be typed in English (except for #7).
nadequate documents will not be accepted or screened.
The following will be automatically rejected without notice.
* Emails over 5 MB In size. . "
* Emails with attachments with file extensions other than “POF. =
* Emails with attachments in any compressed format, such as zip” or rar.
* Emails including any program files or downloadable links.
#1. Application Form i L
Please download the application form from the MIF website. An ID photograph taken wnh't” t:ee tzgsért:;zﬁbed form,
must be attached. Ensure that the form is filled out precisely. Any application that does not U
which must be signed and dated, will not be accepted.
#2. Reason for Application ithi
Please download th?apform from the MIF website and write down your application reasons within 500 words.

#3. Research Plan

You must submit the following research plan within § pages.

(a) The content, purposs, and methodology of the research

(b) The road map of the research project

(c) The benefit the research project will bring to your home country

(a) and (b) should be described in detail based on discussions with your host professor in Japan.

#4. Curriculum Vitae (CV) and List of Publications o
The list of publications must include the titles, authors, journal names, page numbers, and publication years. Also,
clearly {hlanlightiniyellow! the title of the publication related to your intended research project in Japan.

V =
#5. Recommendation Letter ) . it to th
The letter must be from your current home institution (employer) and written on its letterhead. Agdre§§ it to the
Chairperson of the Matsumae International Foundation. The letter should testify to your agademlc ability and

achievements, as well as confirm that you will have study leave during your fellowship period.

#6. A soft copy of the Academic Certificate for Ph.D. :
If the document is unavailable in English, attach an English translation (Self-translation is unacceptable).

#7. Letter of Acceptance from Host Professor in Japan ‘
The letter must state the reason why the host professor has agreed to host you and confirm that he or she will arrange

your accommodation during the fellowship if you are selected for the fellowship.
The MIF will accept only a letter that s written on the host institution’s letterhead and signed by the host professor.

< To host professors in Japan > :
Please write your letter in Japanese or English on your institution’s letterhead.

(1) The letter should be addressed to the Chairperson of the Matsumae International Foundation.

(2) Write your name and institutional affiliation in Japanese and English, including the department and faculty.

(3) Include your contact information: postal code, address, phone number, and email.
(4) Email the applicant your signed letter so that they can include it with thelr application documents.
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X. SCREENING PROCESS & ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE RESULTS

* The MIF Screening Committee will svaluate applications.
* Successful applicants will be announced on the MIF website in late November 2026,

* The MIF wi_ll send a grant letter to successful applicants.
* Itis the policy of the MIF to neither disclose the content of discussions by the Screening Committes nor accept

inquiries about individual applications.
* The MIF will not comment on the reasons for the decisions made by the Screening Committes
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Il. RESEARCH FIELDS
Preferable research fields are natural science, engineering, medicine, and agriculture.

lll. FELLOWSHIP PERIOD
As arule, §ix months between June 2027 and March 2028.
Please indicate the commencing and ending month in your Application Form (#1).
(E.g., From September 2027 to February 2028.)

IV. NUMBER OF FELLOWSHIP RECIPIENTS
Around 15

V. HQST INSTITUTION IN JAPAN
Apphcants may choose a host institution in Japan, such as a university or national research institution, to conduct
thelr research. Please ensure to obtain acceptance from the host institution before applying. The MIF does not provide

advice or recommendations to applicants regarding host institutions in Japan.

VI. FELLOWSHIP DETAILS

Monthly Allowance
JPY 220,000 to cover expenses for research activities (including materials) and living expenses in Japan.

Arrival Fund
JPY 120,000.

Round-trip Air Transportation
A round-trip economy class airfare ticket between

Tokyo, Japan.

the nearest international airport from a grantee's domicile and

Insurance
Overseas travel insurance with medical treatment and death benefits.

Study Tour

The MIF organizes a study tour to Hiroshima to deepen knowledge of Japan and world peace.

VI. NOTICES CONCERNING FELLOWSHIP CONDITIONS
« The fellowship will be granted only within the period specified in the grant letter, which cannot be changed,

extended, or shortened. , '
« Only the person named in the grant letter is eligible for the grant. The MIF will not be involved or assist in any way

with the family or companions of the selected applicant.

VIl. APPLICATION . :
Applicants must submit their application documents to the MIF via email.

Email: application@mif-japan.org
Application Period: June 1, 2026, to June 30, 2026 (Japan Standard ﬁmg) '
Applications will not be accepted for any reason before or after the application period.
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